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How did Hitler become the Leader of Germany?

er become Dictator in 1934?

How did Hit

Results

The Nazis arrest over 4000
communists and ban the
communist party.

They shut down political
opponents meetings and
newspapers, whilst thousands
are sent to concentration
camps

This reduces Nazi political
opposition.
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1. The Reichstag Fire
On February 27th 1933, the Reichstag (German parliament) was burnt

down with a communist Van Der Lubbe arrested at the scene (There
are rumours the Nazis did it.) As Hitler had been warning of a
communist plot to overthrow the government, the fire was the ‘proof
he needed to show that communists want to destroy Germany.

e

e The March 1933 Election K

I

1 Inthe March 1933 election, the Nazis

1

! get their best ever result (44%)

! However, it still failed to give the Nazis
I an overall majority.
I
I
1
I
I
1

This persuaded Hitler to pass the
Enabling Act, as he wanted to end
. democracy. ’

This led to

Hitler persuaded Hindenburg to sign ‘The Reichstag Decree’, also called
the Emergency Decree, which gave Hitler many powers.

1. The [aws allow the Nazi controlled police to arrest anyone suspected
of opposing the government, ban meetings, close newspapers and
hold people without trial.

2. Germany had now become a police state

3. The Night of the Long Knives, 1934

Hitler begins to fear from threats in his own
party, the SA (Brownshirts) The SA are a force of
3 million men under ex soldier Ernst Rohm. They

were originally used to intimidate Nazi opposition
and were important in Hitler coming to power in
1933. Hitler believed Rohm wants to overthrow
him, whilst the army despised the power the SA

had and Himmler and the SS hated Rohm and
wanted to replace the SA with the SS. In 1934,
after encouragement from the Army and SS,
Hitler orders the arrest of SA ‘traitors’

On the night of 30th June 1934, the S5 arrest 400
SA leaders, some are imprisoned and others are
executed including Ernst Rohm. Hitler also uses

the opportunity to take out old political
opponents, such as exchancellor Von Papen.
Hitler had now eradicated all threats within his
party, the army were now more supportive and it
showed Hitler agreed to murder to keep power.

2. The Enabling Act

On 23rd March 1933, the Reichstag passes Enabling Act which gives
Hitler power to pass any law without approval of the Reichstag. He
immediately begins to use these powers to gain more control over
Germany.

May 1933, Trade Unions banned

The banning of Trade Unions removed workers rights and brings them under

his control.

\/

July 1933, Political parties banned

Hitler bans all political parties except the Nazis, the leaders of the other
parties are imprisoned. This gives Hitler total control. Democracy is over

Results

Hitler has been given complete power over the government and laws,
which effectively makes Germany a dictatorship under Hitler. The

25

Enabling Act ends all democracy in Germany

g g g -

4. The Death of Hindenburg

On 2nd August 1934, President Hindenburg dies Within hours,
Hitler combines the role of President with Chancellor to create
a new title ‘Fuhrer of the Third Reich’ He also forced the army
to swear a unconditional oath of loyalty and obedience to him.
This bring them under Hitlers control.

Hitler is now the complete ruler of Germany
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World War I

P T SR ey Events in World Wa Countries involved in WW2
eptember | Germany invades Poland. .
HIGH SCHOOL 121039 ’ United Germany Allies Axis
gfdpit;r;;:er Br”tam Eﬂd‘ Francescz::tlm;e Klngdﬂm USA, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
;::ﬂ,;; ermany ( ° USSI%, Australia, Bfalgium, Hungall'y, R_Ulmania,
January, Rationing introduced across Brazil, Canada, China, Bulgaria, Finland
1940 the UK. Denmark, Greece,
May - Dunkirk evacuated and France Netherlands, New
June, 1940 | surrenders to Ge-rmmlly. Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Germany uses blitzkrieg to ) Czechoslovakia,
take over much of Western f . !
Europe. Born: 30 Nov 1874 | Born: 20 April 1889 Yugoslavia, India, South
July, 1940 | Germany launches air attacks Died: 24t Jan 1965 Died: 30t April 1945 Alfrica
on Great Britain (The Battle of “Strength lies not in
g"itai“ 3“‘: tllw B'iﬁ begin) defence but in attack.”
ermany, Italy and Japan sign :
the Tripz.rtiteyPsn:t crfati ngg SHIEEES
the axis alliance.
December | The Japanese attack the US
7t 1941 navy in Pearl Harbour. The Countries which fought on Britain’s side. Axis Countries which fought on Germany’s side.
next day, the USA enters the Someone who was evacuated. Moved from | Nazi Member of a fascist German political party.
war fighting with the allies a dangerous place to be safer. They came to power in 1933,
June 6& D-day and the Normandy Ensuring no lights were visible after dark Elitz Aerial bombings on the UK, mainly cities
1944 invasion. Allied forces invade 50 buildings can't be spotted. including London, by Germany.
France and push back the The controlled distribution of limited Holocaust Mass murder of Jewish people and other groups
Germans. resources such as food and clothing. by the Nazis.
April 30t | Adolf Hitler commits suicide A building to protect people from bombs. Fascism Right wing political view associated with not
1945 Made from corrugated iron usually found allowing apposition and total control by a
May 7th Germany surrenders and in people’s gardens. dictator.
1945 Victory in Europe is declared A long narrow ditch used for troops to Blitzkrieg Translates to ‘lightning war’. Germany's quick
the next day. shelter from enemy attack. strike invasion of Western Europe.
August Atomic bombs dropped on
1945 Hiroshima and Nagaski, [apan
by the USA killing %
approximately 226,000
people. 5
September | Japan surrenders signalling
20d 1945 the end of WW2
July 1954 | Rationing ends in the UK
Enigma, machine used by Children being evacuated out Swastika, the Nazi party Supermarine Spitfire Mk 1,
Nazis to communicate of London symbol British fighter plane
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e ervenms)  How did WWII end? YR9 — HT3

5:1% Why was D-Day important?

On 6 June 1944 — 'D-Day' — Allied forces launched the
largest amphibious invasion in the history of warfare.
Codenamed Operation 'Overlord’, the Allied landings on
the beaches of Normandy marked the start of a long and
costly campaign to liberate north-west Europe from Nazi
occupation.

Early on 6 June, Allied airborne forces parachuted into
drop zones across northern France. Ground troops then
landed across five assault beaches - Utah, Omaha, Gold,
Juno and Sword. By the end of the day, the Allies had
established a foothold along the coast and could begin
their advance into France.

Germany tried to defend the northern coast of France
with a series of fortifications known as the 'Atlantic
Wall'. However, German defences were often
incomplete and insufficiently manned.

Members of the French Resistance and the British
Special Operations Executive (SOE) provided
intelligence and helped weaken defences through
sabotage. The Allied deception campaigns succeeded
in convincing the Germans as late as July 1944 that the
main invasion force would still land elsewhere. The
threat of this larger, second invasion kept German
reinforcements tied down away from Normandy.



http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-d-day-beaches
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-german-response-to-d-day
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/d-day-s-parachuting-dummies-and-inflatable-tanks
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/d-day-s-parachuting-dummies-and-inflatable-tanks

How did WWII end? YR9 — HT3

Stalingrad

_ ' ' ' In their attempt to take Stalingrad, the German Sixth Army faced a bitter Red Army
On June 22, 1941, despite the terms of the Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939, Nazi Germany launched a under General Vasily Zhukov employing the ruined city to their advantage, transforming

massive invasion against the USSR. Aided by its greatly superior air force, the German army destroyed buildings and rubble into natural defensive fortifications. In a method of
raced across the Russian plains, inflicting terrible casualties on the Red Army and the Soviet fighting the Germans began to call the Rattenkrieg, or “Rat’s War,” the opposing forces
population. With the assistance of troops from their Axis allies, the Germans conquered vast broke into squads eight or 10 strong and fought each other for every house and yard of
territory, and by mid-October the great Russian cities of Leningrad and Moscow were under territory. The battle saw rapid advances in street-fighting technology, such as a German
siege. However, the Soviets held on, and the coming of winter forced a pause to the German machine gun that shot around corners and a light Russian plane that glided silently over
offensive. German positions at night, dropping lethal bombs without warning. However, both sides

lacked necessary food, water, or medical supplies, and tens of thousands perished every
For the 1942 summer offensive, Adolf Hitler ordered the Sixth Army, under General Friedrich

von Paulus, to take Stalingrad in the south, an industrial center and obstacle to Nazi control of week.

the precious Caucasian oil wells. In August, the German Sixth Army made advances across the

Volga River while the German Fourth Air Fleet reduced Stalingrad to a burning rubble, killing Soviet leader Joseph Stalin was determined to liberate the city named after him, and in
over 40,000 civilians. In early September, General Paulus ordered the first offensives into November he ordered massive reinforcements to the area. On November 19, General

Stalingrad, estimating that it would take his army about 10 days to capture the city. Thus began Zhukov launched a great Soviet counteroffensive. German command underestimated

one of the most horrific battles of World War Il and arguably the most important because it was  the scale of the counterattack, and the Sixth Army was quickly overwhelmed by the

the turning point in the war between Germany and the USSR. offensive, which involved 500,000 Soviet troops, 900 tanks, and 1,400 aircraft. Within
three days, the entire German force of more than 200,000 men was encircled.

Italian and Romanian troops at Stalingrad surrendered, but the Germans hung on,
receiving limited supplies by air and waiting for reinforcements. Hitler ordered Von
Paulus to remain in place and promoted him to field marshal, as no Nazi field marshal
had ever surrendered. Starvation and the bitter Russian winter took as many lives as the
merciless Soviet troops, and on January 21, 1943, the last of the airports held by the
Germans fell to the Soviets, completely cutting the Germans off from supplies. On
January 31, Von Paulus surrendered German forces in the southern sector, and on
February 2 the remaining German troops surrendered. Only 90,000 German soldiers
were still alive, and of these only 5,000 troops would survive the Soviet prisoner-of-war
camps and make it back to Germany.



https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/german-soviet-nonaggression-pact
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/german-soviet-nonaggression-pact
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/german-soviet-nonaggression-pact
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/adolf-hitler
https://www.history.com/topics/joseph-stalin
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How did WWII end? YR9 — HT3

Atomic Bomb

At 8.15 on the morning of 6th August 1945, the Japanese city of
Hiroshima was devastated by the first atomic bomb to be used as a
weapon of war. The bomb, nicknamed _Little Boy’, was dropped
from the USAAF B29 bomber 'Enola Gay’ and exploded some
1,800 feet above the city. Delivering the equivalent of around 12.5
kilotons of TNT, the bomb reduced 5 square miles of the city centre
to ashes and caused the deaths of an estimated 120,000 people
within the first four days following the blast. Many were instantly
vaporised by the explosion, others died afterwards from the effects
of burns and radiation.

Three days later, just after 11 on the morning of 9th August, a
second atomic bomb nicknamed “Fat Man’ exploded above
the city of Nagasaki. Although it was even more powerful than
"Little Boy’, the destruction caused by this bomb was less than
at Hiroshima due to the nature of the terrain (the original target
had been the city of Kokura, but the B29 carrying the bomb had
been diverted to Nagasaki because of heavy cloud cover).
Nonetheless, over 2 square miles of the city were pulverised
and some 73,000 people killed.

The two atomic explosions had the effects desired by the Allies. On 10th
August the Japanese government indicated its readiness to accept defeat,
subject to certain conditions. On 14th August it finally accepted the demand for
unconditional surrender. The following day was declared _Victory over Japan’
or VJ Day, although it was not until 2nd September that the final Japanese
surrender was signed, thereby bringing the Second World War to a formal
close.

Why had the Allied powers considered it necessary to inflict such
unprecedented destruction on Japanese civilians in order to bring the war to an
end?

At the Potsdam Conference (17th July — 2nd August 1945) the Allies
formulated their terms for ending the war with Japan, which centred on that
country’s acceptance of unconditional surrender, as had been the case with
Nazi Germany in May. However, the Allies were also aware that whilst

the Japanese Emperor Hirohito desired an end to hostilities, and would

probably accept the unconditional capitulation demanded, the "hawks’ of the
Japanese military and civilian leadership were totally opposed to such a
humiliating condition and were ready to fight to the finish — whatever that might
look like.

—



https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205193814
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205125451
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205193815
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/11-photos-of-vj-day-celebrations
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/11-photos-of-vj-day-celebrations
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/how-the-potsdam-conference-shaped-the-future-of-post-war-europe
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205021957
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Knowledge Organiser — HT4 (Holocaust)

Nazi Ideology:
The success of Hitler and the Nazi party did not

come from nowhere. The party developed and
established itself in a Germany devastated by
defeat in World War One and suffering an
economic crisis. Antisemitism was present in
societies across Europe, and there was a rise in
pseudo-scientific ideas of eugenics and ‘race
theory’. Right-wing extremists blamed the
country’s defeat in World War One on a
conspiracy between communists and Jews.

Nazi persecution of the Jews:

Once the Nazis came to power they introduced
laws that denied Jews many freedoms and
restricted their rights. Boycotts of Jewish
doctors, lawyers and shops began in 1933 and
by 1935 Jews were not allowed to join the civil
service or the army. The introduction of the
Nuremberg laws in September 1935 meant
Jews were banned from marrying non-Jews and
their citizenship was removed, including their
right to vote. On 9 November 1938 the Nazis
initiated attacks against the Jews. 91 Jews were
murdered, 30,000 were arrested and sent to
concentration camps and 267 synagogues were
destroyed. This night became known as
Kristallnacht — the ‘Night of Broken Glass’.
These attacks sparked debate in the House of
Commons which led to Britain supporting the
Kindertransport — a programme that rescued
10,000 children, the majority of whom were
Jewish.

Ghettos: g —

Nazi Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 1939 and as a result, the UK and France
declared war. In spring 1940, the Nazis established ghettos — segregated parts of the
larger towns and cities across Poland where Jews were forced to live. The largest ghetto
was in Warsaw, where 400,000 Jews were crowded into 1.3 square miles of the city. Jews
responded to the ghetto restrictions with a variety of resistance efforts. Hundreds of
thousands of people died in the ghettos, from starvation, disease and executions carried
out by the Nazis.

The ‘Final Solution’:

In 1941 the Nazis stepped up their persecution of the Jews through murder on an industrial scale.
This began with mass shootings across eastern Europe, carried out by killing units called the
Einsatzgruppen (task forces), after the Nazi invasion of the USSR in June 1941. By December 1941
over 1.5 million Jews had been killed by beatings, starvation or mass shootings. The Wannsee
Conference was held in Berlin on 20 January 1942 and was attended by high-ranking Nazis. Here
they planned the mass-deportation of European Jews to extermination camps in German-occupied
Poland, where they would be murdered. This ‘Final Solution’ aimed to exterminate all Jews in
Europe. Deportation on this scale required organisation and coordination from collaborators across
Europe.

The camps:
The Nazis created more than 40,000 camps throughout German-occupied countries. There,

inmates were subjected to slave labour, overcrowding, poor sanitary conditions, starvation and
cruel treatment, with a high death rate. After initial attempts to commit mass murder through
shootings proved ‘inefficient’, the Nazis extended the camp system to include six extermination
camps, including Auschwitz-Birkenau. Their purpose was to carry out genocide using gas chambers

Liberation:

As Allied troops made progress across Nazi-occupied Europe, they discovered and liberated
concentration and extermination camps. The camp of Majdanek in Poland was the first to be
liberated, in the summer of 1944. On 8 May 1945, following the invasion of Germany and Hitler’s
suicide, Germany surrendered. Two thirds of Europe’s Jews had been murdered.

Justice:

Many senior Nazi war criminals were never sentenced for their roles during the Holocaust. After
the war, the Allies brought 22 of the most senior Nazis to trial in Nuremberg, Germany between
1945 and 1946. The Nuremberg Trials were one of the most important innovations in the history of
international law and helped lead to the establishment of the International Criminal Court over 50
years later, in 2002.
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Knowledge Organiser YR9 HT5 — Cold War (Rise of the USA)
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Overview and Map Major Events
The Cold War was a long period of apen, et restrained, tension between the democracies of the western world ard the commnist Event Description Diatess Fact
countries of the east. The democratic west was led by the United States, whilst the commuenist east was spear-headed by the Smdet The Traman Dochrine was @ American foreign policy
LUinion — the bwo world superpowers at the time. Whilst the two superpmpers never directly declared wiar on one another, they fowght created with the aim of countering Soviet geopolitical The Doctrine lad
indirectly via proxy wars, an arms race, and the space race, in order to qain political and ideological domirarce. The map below expansion. Anpounced fo congress by President Harry 5. 2" March to the formation
shows the extent of their alliances in 1980, towards the end of the Cold War. Truman, the dmm:al_reg?_m:c:mmur}:wlt_mﬁ 1047 GIM“.LMB
regimes represenhed a sigrificant threat fo imfernabio alliznce that
- peace. As @ resulf, American support would be provided o =il in effect.
i _‘.} .’ courtries threatemed by Soviet o i
- - Dhuring muitinationa! accupation of post-World War 1T It proved to bea
-;, Germany, the Soviet Union Hocked the Western Allies’ 14:"' JI'.I!.I‘IE st PR disaster for
Ed Berlin Blockade railuay, roed and canal access to parts of Berfin under —:z"‘ Ma Sealing who had
western control, in response fo western introduction of the way o remave the
Dentsche mark. Via the Berlin Airlift, Allicd planes were 949 blsckade in May
able to defiver vitel supplies fo Berliners, 94D
) As a result of the Cold War, Korea had split info huo states, As no peace
R L L p with bath claiming to be the sole legitimate government of all tremty was
— - L) ‘ ) * The Korean War of Korea. This broke info war when communist North Korea 35”' ._FHHE' Q50 signed, the
\ & (wided by Russia and Ching) invaded the South (acked by —:?'“}ufy 1953 colmiries are
B e TP USAL The war eventually ended in stalemate. The country still eachuicaliy
- Eoce remuained divided. ar wart
Mg lly o g b Vietnam was spiit — the North (backed Soaiet Union} and Images af
= bpon g . ) South (Backed by USA} engaged in a war lasting over 19 ™ November napalm-burne
" g The Vietnam wears. [t alse sprouted the Leotian and Cambadian Civil 1955 — 30° villagers turned
. . - War Wiars, arnd resuited in all 3 states becoming Communist, It I public apinios
I wars an extremely deadly war, with erownd 2 million April 1975 agalnst the war
innacent civilians helieved fo have perished. Inthe LSA.
The USA and USER imfensified compatition for spacafiight US%E launched
superiority. The race fiad origins in the _m.ldnzrmrm. in z“JA.ug'usr 1955 the firg satellice
that successes demonstrated techmologiczl strength. USSE inro spave on 4
Key PEGFIE completed the first manned spaceflight, whilst USA were the —CI9FS et 1gsy
[first to sernd man to the moon. Spuataik 1
Dawight Eisenfawer — (ripe-rota) Dwight Fisenhoaver Toseph Stali - (18781953} was the Cammunist leader? A United States U-2 goygploge was shot doun by the Soviet The pilst, Gary
was a five star gereral of the U5 army and supreme & dictator of the USSR during WWIL After the death of the -z Plane .-1_.|'r D_q&.ﬂcr,fﬁrm wﬁi[s.:.phah?gmp?ajmgmrgﬂ,fds.wjﬂ u Powrers, was
commuander of the Allied forces in western Furope, hefore Communist Leader Lenin, Stalin won q viciows grapple for Incident sites whilst deep into Soviet territory. Embarrassingly, the 1 May 1960 caprined and
hecoming the 34™ President of the United States. As i power before eventually establishing himself a5 a U8 was forced to admir this purpose after the USSR comvicted of
Presidant, be articulated his views on the "Domins Theary, totalitarian dictator. His swn policies became kncan as T rf:?m'm pilat ;ﬁﬂfr:;y T esplonage.
suggesting that Communizm should he stopped before it spread. Whilst ‘Ehalinizm. " After World War 1, Stafin became committed fo taking both . . e Say i IRvasion " .
he ended the Korean War, he was the first President to send troaps to | politicad and idealogical control of eastern Furapean shates, heliving this The Bay of Pigs Cuba. The ClA-sponsored Brigade 2506 intended to 17" 20™ April | The awicome
Vietnam, and made preparations to meke interventions in Cuba. He to be integral to creating a buffer between the democratic Wesz. This Invasion overthrow the increasingly comomupist government of Fidel 1961 narianal hero.
mude efforts to limit puclear weapons profiferation, het these were quest for domination is seen as one of the predominant fectors in Castra, but were defeated after only 3 days.
ursicressful sharting the Cold War. The missile orisis was @ 13-day conjfrontation betuseen the .
John F, Kennedy — (rgr7-1963) Commanly known Nikita Khrushchev — (18s.4-1971) Nikita Khrushoes Cuban USA and the USSR, The USA initiated Ballistic missile . " Sover missiles
- : b Presi ; ; foyment in Italy and Turkey, whilst the USSR depla 5% — 28 il
s JFK, John F. Kennedy was the 35 President of the was the successor fo foseph Stalin, who led the Soviet Missile depiogm ity ke, deplotyed anly ok from
United States, who served hetween rydéin-rof3 at the height Union between 1953 and ryéy — the tensest wears of the reissiles im Cuba It is often considered the point at which the October 1o6z Elorida i e
of the Cald War. The majority of hiz presidency involved Cold War. He was more liberal than his predecessar in Crisis Cold War came closest to all-vut nucloar war. After tense USA.
mumaging relations with the Soviet Union. He authorized demestic policy, ard also cut Soviet forces. However, he regotiations, missiles were dismantied.
the failed Moy of Pigs invasion, but subseguenthy helped to diffuse the byilt up the nurber of nucleer missites, He waes imrolved in the Cuban The treatyy on the mon-prafiferation of maclear weapons, also Although It did
Cuh.nMunIEi:?mamd' md:eaja:ml.s Mhnﬁmﬂ'ﬁeﬂer&:ﬂ Well .'rl'mlkl’_'.rms.. wﬁler!nuckw war Fetween the U8 mun‘...ium Linion kmowen as the NPT, is an agreement fo prevent the spread of ot stop nuclagr
e el P o e i s i st o bt |ty 96 | S
: - mizclear en t the Sowiet Union !
Sir Winston ChurcRill - {1874-1965) was a British Fidel Castro — (1926-2008) Fidel Castro was a Culban treaty oe ,3?3;, 2968, alongside other ,.wmm?; states, reduced LSH
politician whe served as the Prime Minister between mgo commurist, revolutioenrry, and pofitican, who helped to reducing femsioms. DRSS eerwsdoers.
@nd g and again from 2o5r o 1955, [e took over after o lewd the Comprunist revaliction in Cieha, He was allied The Berlin Wall kad separated communist eastern section of
disastraws start to the war in which Nazi Germamy with the Soviet Union, and caused grave concern to Hie Rerlin Germany from west Berfin since roée. Hoawever, the i Cicraber 3,
comquered reuch of Furope. The mamner in which he L% as commuenisme was now i the Americes. The CTA .Fﬂ"i#!he Berlin Sowiet Undon was beginning to collapse, and was struggling ﬂM November 150 Garmany
forged crucial elliances with countries like the LS and Bussia took charge of trying o overthrow Castro’s government, wsing Cuban to hold omto East Germary, In November 1983, the Central was affickelly
undohtedly eided the Allies victory. After the wiar, ke was one of the extles, but got their strateqy disastrously wrong in the Bay of Pigs Wall Commirtee of Fast Germany opened up free movement across 1939 reunified inro &
first puiblic figwres to hypothesise ebowt the sigrificant dangers of an invasion. Castro became a hero for kis wictory, and staged in power right the wall In In doing 5o, ome of the major symbals of the Cold single country.

Tron Curtain’ descending @cross Derope.

up urhl 2041

War itself was abolished.

0
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{+=] Knowledge Organiser YR9 HT6 — Post 1945

[CARITAS ET VEqiTas)

et Assassination of JFK

CHURCH OF ENC

HIGH SCH(«
John Fitzgerald Kennedy was the youngest President of the USA. He was 43 when he was elected. JFK

had fought in WWII and narrowly defeated his presidential opponent, Richard Nixon in 1960. JFK was
tough on communism and wanted to contain its influence. This led to the Cuban Missile Crisis where the
world came the closest ever to a full nuclear war.

In November 1963, JFK visited Dallas,
Texas, with his wife. When he was
travelling along Dealy Plaza in down
time Dallas, several shots rang out. One
of them fatally hit JFK leading to shock
and horror throughout the world.
Although the assassin was quickly
captured, Lee Harvey Oswald, doubt
has always surrounded the
assassination. With many believing that
a wider conspiracy was at work and a
cover up had occurred.
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THE VIETNAM W A RXNOWLEDGE ORGANISER

Overiie Major Events
m Fuent Description Diatefs Fact
Tk Bartie of Diem Bien Phy signalled the climary af the First Fewerien
Indochimg War, ir which the Viet Mink commureist W “Ii““" """“
i revolutionary nationalists comprek Iy diefeared forces 1 T B
i [rom Imperial France. Led by General Vo .\?guym Citap, the i :;_HEMH 7 m:x:,"
Viernamese forces surrounded and besieged the Frenck, wing SN TR Charfes Pirath,
—— o the mounrainsws terrain o thelr advantage. The Barrle was "
- aver wichin 2 monchs, uicide.
— The Genewa Acoords served to remperarily split Vietnam D:".“""'I"t'ﬂs
ainng the 17 paralfel, wirh Naorrh Viemam beimg governad " . er—" -
s by o Chi Mink's rebels, and Sourh Vietram governed by the 26! '{ﬁnj_ ‘E‘I?L:f:‘::
srate of Viermam, General efections were agreed, to ke held by July 20™ 1954 nar L5A signed
g
Main Combatants Jully 1ysé, 1o undfy the coumiry, Hhem.
The Ho Chi Mink trail was a logistical systems thar provided The grail o
He Chi Mirk manpoler gnd maderials frome North Vietmam o the Vier r M mh”""“"“fw
- NORTH - SOVIET SOUTH “ . ® SOUTH . T ' - " Comg is South Viername, wia Lans ard Cambodia. The trail ram '2:'{ o the greatest
* Fen effectively supplied troops in the south - @ grear fear T979 GRIErs imnrring of
VIETHAM Ll VIETHAM * & KOREA considering the bombing campaign. r?m?_#'
e auerilly Warfare bs an wmcomentisnal form of warfare in
KINGDO M wiich combatanrs wse the element of surprise in arder 1o gain The Viel
WIET CONG - CHIMA E STATES OF LADS an advantage sver the opponent. The Viet Comg, more Throughout “:":,u,;-r:
Jamiliar and adepted o rhe tervaie and climate of the vase the war sravenging
Sforests, were abie to use this understanding to chelr {although Americar nene
advantage The forests were a perfect envirsment for them | parricwlarly in and arms, in
ta camouflage themsebes, and thelr arongeing also allswed the earl arder ta create
them rs pose as farmers and oitizeres, before atracking. y ":"m"h“h
K P 1 Antarks were aften quick and precise, with before they parts). b Y g
ey Feople escaped amomgst the forast, srading caphure.
Ha Chi Minh - {8po-rg6n) sas @ Viemamess Ngo Dimh Diem - (1por-1p63) wes a strongly ant- Frusirared wih r.hmmmﬂ_h:afr.h Vier Long amongst & The chereical, a
Cammureict revolutbsnary leader who was President of the commurest Vietnamese politician, whs refused o ally with The use af Aqent the forests of Viernam, the 54 hegan to drop defolianes i From 12 rarcinogee,
Demuacraric Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnom) berwsen Ho Chi Minh after the defest of the French imperiafisre o SETiP Pepetarion -‘-!\'-ﬂf'::'-l'ﬂﬂ_?l was principal amongst these, | Tamuary o6z cquned cascer b
4945 and 19tig. He led the Viet Mink independence With the suppart of the United States governament, Diem range It ales starved the Vier Cang of food and left many vererans anwards rameaery
movemert from 140 sasrards, actablishing the Democratic led the South Viemamess government between 15y and with horrific scarring e
Repuhlic of Wietmam, before defemting the French Urdon in gz He refused to hold che undfication elections a5 stipulated in the This was che title given 1o @ gradual, sustairmed aerizl Fereign aid
rpy. Knowdng that Mink weould bkehy win the elections (resulting from | Genesa Accords, ax ke would have almost cevtainhy have los poer b Oiperation bombardment campaign songducrad by the U5 and South | 2™ March 1965 | madethe 8V e
the Gremeva Accord) to saify Viermam, the south refused to Ho Chi Minh. He was an unpopular leader - ousing to his (minorig) Rolling Thunder Viername air forces against North Vietmam. Ir was the most -2 Nov 1968 dfercen
triggering the svents leading to the war. Mink died in ipog gfter several | Carholic stance and his ruthlessniess - whick contribured to the rise of dijffieuir air campatgn the U3 faced simoe YWWIL extromely tough.
lealth problems. After the war, Saigon was renamed a5 Ho Chi Minh the Viet Cong The Ter Ofjersive was ore of The largest maliiary aracks o ] ‘More than
City. . DMem s evecurad by his own gemerals fn November g6z the war. [t was a campaign of surprise gtéacks againsr 1™ January- o, 000 troaps
Vo N Giap = figz-20r3) was @ Viemamese Diwlght D. Eisenhower - {tSp0-rpa) meiditary ard ol concred cemtres aorass Soeth Viemam. 23™ September atruck mare
m?m mfpmmmmﬁrn El.mbh'u-lrw;.:mp@uhmm Prasident, who Although Soutk Vietmam recovered, the Offensive furned the P ———
leaitmg Folein fiberating Vietmses from Frenck colonial lf_-r served between 1953 amd rdr. Prior to becoming tide of apinion against the war in the U5, Rt
rule, amd for laadimg the armies of north Vietnam agatrect g President, he had been o military man, who lad the D-Day Extensive casualties and the involvement of U5 solidiers im Warth Victear
the soath and thelr allies. Afrer the Fall of Saigon, he S imvasions in France in Warld War I1 'n February 1954, he American war crimes crearas discoed Americans in reflarion to ra™ Fabruary rizlzted the
served as Vietnam's Minister of Defence and Deputy Prime Mirmister. refiesed to commit Amerkan troops o alding France in Vietnam, instaad Withdrauai the war gffore. As predests mounted, the LS signed the Parls 1972 oRwards ceanefire alemoit
Some of kis most notable bacifes molude the cruching of the Prench awthorizing military sid sech a5 oraining the Vietmamess troops. After Pagoe Treary and remosed all forces from Vietmam. imeadiaicly.
colomial forces at Diewm Biew Phu, The tgyz Baster Offensive (puining France surremdered o the Viet Mink, the Eisermhouwer admimdciration “The Laster Olfferesive was @ majar North Viemamese A
considerable territory ) and the fimsd Mo Cld Mink campaign - leading 1o | provided aid to Nos Dink Diem's arst-commeunist repime, as he campaign that simed to gain as suck territsey and destroy 30 March — Ph“m':;mu_
the Fall of Saigan. attemspied fo serure pawer in Saigon. as many units as possible, in order 1o galn the best 22™ Octaber | wing the bull of
John F. Kennedy - (rary-ro63) fohm F. Kennedy (often Lyndon B. Johnzon - (reol-rezy) Lymdon B. [ohnson meagatianing position (n the Farts Peace Accords. The size af a7z the N, Vistzam
kmown a5 JEK) was the 35 Presidend of the United assumed the Whire House office after the essersimation of the offfemsive caughr che spposinion off guard army.
Stares. During his years as Presidest, [FK tripled John F. Kenmady ~ ke bad previousiy beem JFKs Vice The Fail of Safgon was the capturs of fhe Soufhern A the Fall af
American melitary amd sconomic ald fo Sowth Vietnam, President. He tmherited the escabeting crisis in Vietnam, Vietmamese capital, Saigon, by the People’s Army of Viernam s'n-?m Hhe cily
however he onfy marginally increased the nember of LS and ssugplet to bring a swift end to Amserican inwofvemenst. iWorth Viernam) and the Vier Cong. The evenr marked rhe was resamed Ha
troaps physically sevet o the regéon. fn retern, ke requested thar the He increased [/8 fonces in an attempr bo guickly win the war before . ernd of che Vietnam War, and the starr of the Viermamess th . Chi Minh cihy.
e governmeret [iberalisad their regime, in order to win more popular | withdrawing troops. Howewer, Morth Vietnam and the Viet Gomg proved Fall of Saigon reunification process. Led by Gemera! Nougen Var Toan, the | 7% April 1975 after the Late
approvel Many hawe suggested that (f Kenmedy mot been aourssimated in | far more resolwte tham foreseen, leading ro increesimg Americee deaths PAVN lsuncked a heavy bombardment on 26 April, and by _merth
November rgoy, he would have pulled L5 trocps out of Vietnam and fedeson’s plummeting approval ratimg. He did nor seek re-efection. the afternoom af the next day kad raised their flag sver the 'r;::u:r:::r

subsaquent 1o the rpfy slecnions.
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Important Events and Information

Introduction - Conflict and Tension in the Guif and Afghanistan, 1990-2009
A series of complex and diverse conflicts and tensions unsettled life in areas of the Middle East befare,
between and since 1990 and 2009, particularly the areas north of the Persian Gulf (including Irag, Iran and
Afghanistan). Wars in the region had left dangerous power vacuums. Furthermore, the rise of anti-west :
regimes, such as Saddam Hussein's Iraq, the Taliban in Afghanistan, coupled with attacks by the militant R
Al-Qaeda group, deeply alarmed those in the west. Major events include the Gulf War 1ogo, the September
1™ attack. the War on Terror'. and the Iraa War of 2001

1. Tensions in the Gulf

-Instability in the Gulf region as a result of
the Iran-Iraq War and western/Russian
interests in the area;

-The threat to oil supplies and the effect of
the Israeli/Palestinian conflict on tension
and terrorism;

2. THE WAR ON AL-QAEDA

-The rise of Al-Qaeda and the role of the
group/ Osama bin Laden in the
September 1™ attacks;

-Afghanistan the ‘rogue state’, the
Taliban regime, and western/ Muslim
attitudes to its policies;

3. The Iraq War

-Saddam Hussein’s regime and the
treatment of different Muslims, suspected
links to Al-(Jaeda, etc;

-Invasion of Iraq 2003 — debate over
WMDs, interests in oil, opposition to war
and Saddam Hussein’s downfall;

- The Soviet Union withdrew from their ten-year battle to control

Afghanistan. Osama bin Laden brought together the Mujahedeen in the D::Ey }ﬁ
country to create Al-Claeda. He led operations from Sedan. estabfi;l:ed :i‘ngce
The Rise of Osama - Bin Laden identified the USA as his prime target. Amongst the reasons for the ro8os, Al-
bin Laden and Al- this was their support of Israel and involvement in the Gulf War. Qaeda were
-Al-Qaeda took credit for the attack on twa black hawk helicopters during the surknawn ta
Qaeda Battle of Mogadishu in 1993, as well as 1998 US embassy attacks in Kenya Ameri
(1998 omwards) and Tanzania, and the suicide bombing of L85 Cole mg;: t;lmﬂs
-After being expelled from Sudan in 1996, bin Laden returned to Afghanistan Se r‘:::;" :1_.,:
under the protection of the Taliban, where he was able to provide training to :uiich' in 2001
thousands of Muslim insurgents. :
- When the Soviet Union withdrew from Afghanistan, there was a power Key Fact
vactium that was capitalised on by the 151 of Pakistan, who supported the The Taliban
Taliban in rising to power. They eventually did o around 1994 banned
Afghanistan the - Weary from the war which had torn the country apart, the citizens of employment,
‘rogue state” and Afghanistan were largely supportive of the Taliban initially, who promised education and
the Taliban order, and to rid Afghanistan of the ‘oriminals of war.” sparts for
{from 1970s -A radically strict interpretation of Sharia Law was implemented. wamen. Movies,
omwards) -Religious police were employed to enforce law (including through widespread | TV, dancing and

Key People

Osama bin Laden (19s7-2011)
Osama bin Laden was a founder of the pan-Islamic military organisation al-Qaeda. Under his leadership, the Al-Qaeda group were
respansible for the September 1" attacks in the United States, and many other mass-casualty attacks worldwide (including the
suicide bombing of the US warship Cale off the port of Yemen an 12" October zooo). Bin Laden was born in Saudi Arabia toa
| w wealthy and well-known family — his father was the founder of the construction company the Saudi Binladen Group. In 1979, he
joimed Pakistani Mujahedeen forces fighting against the USSR in Afghanistan, helping to funnel money, arms, and fighters from

the Arab world to aid the effort. He formed Al-Qaeda in 1988, and was banished from both Saudi Arabia (in 1992) and Sudan (in 1996). He then
declared war on the USA from his new base in Afghanistan, initiating a spate of bombings and related attacks. He was placed on the FBI's Most
Wanted' list after arganising the 1998 US Embassy bombings. After the attacks of September 11°%, 2001, bin Laden became a major global target.
On 2 May zor1, he was shot and killed inside a private residential compound in Abbottabad by US Navy Seals, during a covert operation under

9/11

-Four passenger airlines were hijacked by 19 Al-Qaeda militants.
-Twao of the planes were crashed into the North and South towers of the
World Trade Centre complex in Manhattan — causing them to collapse.

-Gulf War 1990 — reasans for Iragi -Bush and Blair's "War on Terror’ - the -The impact of war on Irag and people beatings and capital punishment), beard-trimming
inuvasion of Kuwait! Saddam Hussein averthraw of the Talihan. around the world. - When Osama bin-Laden was expelled from Sudan, the Taliban protected were alss
him and Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. banned.
-The September 1™ attacks were a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks Kew Fact
against the USA on the morning of September o, zoo. Tktiﬂﬁci‘s

caused at least
$10 billion of

the arders of Barrack Obama.
George W, Bush (1946-) Mohammed Omar (c.1gs9-2013)
. George W. Bush is an American politician and Mullah Mohammed Omar, widely known as Mullah
wl = businessmran, who served as the 43 President of the Orear, was the leader of the Taliban, and Emir of

. USA between 2001 and 2009, The September 1™
Ao attacks occurred only 8 months inta Bush's first term as
President. His reaction became known as the ‘Bush

Dactrine:” he launched a "War on Terror' including in Afghanistan from
2001 and [rag from zoo3. Bush’s immediate reaction to the September
11*" crisis saw him receive record-high ratings. However by the start of
his second term in 2004, public apinion had turned against the actions
that Bush's administration deemed necessary to fight terrorism —
described as immoral, illegal, or bath (particularly the handling of the
Irag War).

Afghanistan between 1996 and 2oor. His refusal to hand
aver Osama bin Laden after the September 11'* 2001
attacks prampted the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan, which resulted in
the removal of the Taliban from power. Details about Omar’s life are
sparse and inconsistent, but he is known to have fought with the
Mujahideen against the USSR in the Afghan War (1978-92). He lost his
right eye in an explosion during the conflict. Under his leadership in
Afghanistan, strict Islamic laws were enforced, capital punishment was

rife, and many sacred sites were destroyed. He is believed to have died in

hiding in 2013.

Barack Obama (1961-)
Barack Obama is an American attorney and politician,
who served as the 44™ President of the USA, betuseen
2009 and 2017, He was the first African American to
serve as President. Obara inherited the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq (the latter of which he was a
known critic of). He gradually removed troops from Iraq, but sent extra
troops to Afghanistan, to prevent the Taliban from regaining power. He
also authorised the May zorr covert mission that resulted in the death
aof Osarma bin Laden,

Tony Blair (1953-)
Tony Blair is a British politician who served as the Prime
Minister of the UK from 1997 until zoo7. Under the Blair
administration, the UK was the main partner of the USA
in the War on Terror’, initiating conflicts alongside the
USA in Afghanistan and Irag. This helped to drive the Taliban from
power and set up a provisional government in Afghanistan. Particularly
since leaving his role as PM, Blair has been criticised for his role in the
Irag War — the Chilcot Report deemed the Irag War mot justifed.’

-A third plane was crashed into the Pentagon (the headguarters of US d'amageiﬁlan Hm
Defense) in Virginia, cansing the collapse of the west wing. years following
the attacks,
-The fourth plane was flown towards Washington DC, but crashed in fields rfmmnd'snn;re
in Pennsylvania after passengers overpowered the hijackers. le died of
-It is the single deadliest terrorist attack in history, with 2,996 peaple being F:J:isses and
killed and 6,000 others injured. 415 firefighters and police died. di lated
. . T . iseases rela
-Al-Qaeda were immediately suspected. Despite initially denying to the attacks.
involvement, bin Laden claimed responsibility for the attacks in zo04.
- Immediately after the 9/11 attacks, US officials requested that the Taliban
hand over Osama bin Laden. They declined to do so. Key Fact
- On 20" September 2001, Bush announced the "War on Terror, stating that Shortly after
“our war begins with Al-Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will not end until Barack Obama
every terrorist group...has been found, stopped and defeated. announced the
- On 7" October 2001, the USA and UK launched airstrikes at Taliban/ Al withdrawal of
Qaeda targets. By 20" October, the ground war had also begun, with many troops fram
American allies declaring that they would be committing troops. Afghanistan, the
-In November and December of 2eor, the Taliban was rapidly defeated. On deadliest month
13" November, the Afghanistan capital of Kabul fell. The last Taliban for US troops
stromghold, Kandahar, was overtaken by US troops on the 7" December. followed — there
- By June of the next year, Hamid Karzai (a favoured candidate of the USA) is were 6
selected to become Afghanistan’s transitional Head of State. He is elected as fatalities,
the first democratically-elected President in 2004. including 35 in a
- On June 22" 2011, Barack Obama announced the US would withdraw helicopter fire.
troops from Afghanistan, to be enacted by 2014
-On May 2™ zor1, Osama bin Laden was killed by US Special Forces in an Kew Fact
early morning raid on a compound in Abbottabad in Pakistan. The aizm:ian
-The house was rkm from a Pakistani military base, and was much larger took about 40

than other houses in the area. Bin Laden was tracked through his courier.
-The house had a 12-foot privacy wall, and residents burned their trash.
-When intelligence was deemed strong encugh to proceed, Barack Obama
chaired 5 Security Council meetings to plan the raid.

-A group of 25 Navy Seals arvived in 2 helicopters, fighting up 3 floors of
security before shooting bin Laden above the left eye.

-He was buried at sea, within 24-hours of death (in line with Islamic law).

minutes. Three
men, including
bin Laden’s son,
and one woeman,
are killed in the
attack
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